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So she applied to get some supple-
mental food benefits under the WIC
program, which comes only once a
month. When those benefits ran out,
she went to the office for more help,
and they said there was none. Without
additional support, she was forced to
dilute the formula with water, causing
the baby to become malnourished. As a
result of malnourishment, the baby de-
veloped something called starvation di-
arrhea, a very serious and very painful
illness. When the baby’s parents took
her to the hospital, her diarrhea had
become so severe that she was treated
in the same way as people with severe
burns. She stayed in the hospital for 10
days. Remember, this is a family with
parents who worked, whose baby was
born healthy, who had health insur-
ance. They simply fell victim to this
economy.

I read another article recently about
an insurance company called Fortis,
one of the largest in the country.
Fortis designed a computer program
that would automatically flag any pol-
icyholder with HIV-AIDS and trigger
an automatic fraud investigation.
Knowing the treatment was expensive,
the executives were looking for any-
thing they could use to revoke health
insurance policies for people with HIV.
Then, when nothing turned up, they
would essentially invent a reason.

Now I know everyone in this room
has at least 20 stories like this. And
after hearing just one of them, I can’t
understand how anyone with a con-
science can stand in the way of reform
for one second. I've sat in this Chamber
and listened to hours of foolishness and
nonsense about what this bill will al-
legedly do. Despite being deafened by a
year’s worth of Republicans banging on
the table, I’'m thrilled we’re going to
get a chance to vote on a health care
reform bill that will help millions of
Americans. Eighty years from now,
like the 80 years ago when Social Secu-
rity passed, 80 years into the future
people will look back at this as the bill
that helped them take a sick child to
the doctor. They’ll look back and be
shocked that there was a time when in-
surance companies were allowed to
deny health coverage—even to chil-
dren—just because they were sick, be-
cause they had a preexisting condition.
And they’ll be appalled that anyone
would refuse to vote for this bill for no
other reason than political grandstand-
ing or trying to gain political advan-
tage in the next election.

When we hit 216 votes on Sunday, I'm
going to be proud that we will be help-
ing millions of Americans right now
and here in this day but also genera-
tions that are yet to come. A country
is judged by how it handles the people
who are least able to care for them-
selves. And when you’re sick and you
don’t have health insurance and your
country says, We don’t care—go to the
emergency room, that’s your health
care. Stand in an 8-hour line, that’s
your health care. We’re going to
change that on Sunday.
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THE PRISON OF TYRANNY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
“These are the times that try men’s
souls. The summer soldier and the sun-
shine patriot will, in this crisis, shrink
from the service of their country. But
he that stands by it now deserves the
love and thanks of man and woman.
Tyranny, like hell, is not easily con-
quered; yet we have this consolation
with us, that the harder the conflict,
the more glorious the triumph.”

Thomas Paine spoke these words at
another crossroads in this Nation’s his-
tory, back when Americans were fight-
ing the tyranny of King George and the
British Empire. The question to be
asked today is: Will we stand up to
government tyranny as our Founding
Fathers did over 200 years ago?

Government is taking over every as-
pect of our lives, and it’s not just the
big things, like the automobile indus-
try, the banking industry, student
loans, home mortgages. They’re telling
us what kind of cars we can drive, what
kind of lightbulbs we can use, and
they’re even telling us how much water
we can put in our toilets. We are living
under the ever-growing oppression of
government. The government has sto-
len our liberty one right at a time.
They are building us into a prison of
tyranny. Brick by brick, that wall of
tyranny increases every day as the
Federal Government intrudes into our
personal liberty and takes over every
single aspect of our lives.

Have we forgotten about the unac-
countable czars who work in the shad-
ows? At last count, we have 45 czars
that rule over us. Most of them have
not been confirmed by the Senate, as
required by the Constitution. We’ve got
a behavioral science czar that’s study-
ing human behavior. The government
wants to know how they can influence
human conduct. It sounds a bit like the
book ‘1984 to me. We have a bailout
czar. We have a border czar, but nobody
knows whether the border czar is to se-
cure the border or open it up.

We don’t know what these czars do.
We have a climate change czar and a
communications diversity czar. We
have a disinformation czar. It sounds
like he should be called the ‘‘govern-
ment propaganda czar’’ to me. We have
two economic czars. We probably could
use a few more of those. We have an en-
ergy czar, a food czar, a Great Lakes
czar, and a Gitmo closure czar. We
have a pay czar, and we have a religion
or God czar. With our government, we
don’t know whether he’s for or against
God and religion.

We have a safe school czar, a science
czar who wrote a controversial book
from promoting population control.
Now isn’t that lovely. What are all of
these people doing? Why are they
working in the shadows, controlling
our liberty?
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Today as we debate health care, the
government wants to take over Amer-
ica’s health care system. We’ll have a
health care czar and a health choices
czar because we’re not smart enough,
according to the government, to sit
down with our own doctors and decide
what’s best for our own health care. So
some bureaucrat here in D.C. has to de-
cide for us. The health care takeover
gives the Federal Government access
to our bank accounts and our private
medical records. The IRS will get 16,000
new agents to snoop around in these
records. Whatever happened to the
right of privacy?

This is not about health, and it’s cer-
tainly not about care. This is about
government control over every aspect
of our lives without accountability and
against the will of the people. In the
long, lamentable catalog of human his-
tory, a person or a people yearning to
be free have had to make tough
choices. Will we stand at this hour for
government tyranny or personal lib-
erty?

As Patrick Henry once so famously
said: “I know not what course others
may take; but as for me, give me lib-
erty or give me death.”” Now our choice
today is the prison of tyranny or the
frontier of freedom. Let us choose wise-
ly or suffer the abominable chains of
the oppression of tyranny.

And that’s just the way it is.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

———

HEALTH CARE REFORM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. SOUDER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, I want to
talk for a few minutes again on the
health care bill that’s pending that has
millions of Americans upset, near pan-
icked. Obviously, we have health care
problems in America. I don’t know how
to answer some of the people who have
preexisting conditions with their kids,
who have lost their jobs or different
challenges, but you don’t need to have
this type of bill to address those.

We’ve offered solutions from trying
to limit defensive medicine to doing it
across State lines. Clearly, we are
going to have to spend some money to
try to address the preexisting condi-
tions and catastrophic, but you could
do that and still keep the private sec-
tor by having some form of reinsurance
that may or may not be subsidized to
the individual or through the govern-
ment in a pooling process. But there
are ways to address this other than
making the government the de facto
center of the entire health care indus-
try.
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